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Metal Working

the land on the same terms in iS^S-1   Canterbury was
another local centre of the trade, and from Canterbury
came the founder who in 1345 cast a couple of bells
at Dover,  the one weighing 3,266 lb.,  and the other
1,078 lb., for each of which he was paid at the rate of
a halfpenny the pound.2   In East Anglia there was an
important foundry at the monastic town of Bury St.
Edmunds,    one   of   the   fifteenth-
century founders using as his trade
mark a shield, which is interesting
as  bearing   on it not only a bell,
but also a cannon with a ball is-
suing from  its   mouth.    Norwich,
again,   with  its   seventy  churches
and  its   cathedral  priory,   was   a
busy centre of the industry.    One
Trade-mark of foun-   of   the   later   Norwich   founders,
ders of Bury St. Ed-   Richard Brasier, seems to have been
more skilful than straightforward
and to have devoted some of his skill
to evading his obligations.   In 1454 the churchwardens
of Stansfield bargained with him to cast a bell for their
church, half payment to be made on delivery and the
other half at the expiration of a year and a day if the bell
proved satisfactory, but if it did not he was to cast
a new bell for them;   he, however, taking advantage

1  Inq. ad qd. damnum, File 108, no. 15.

2  Exch. K R. Accts., 462, no. 16.    Amongst the items of ex-
penditure are ' For eggs and ale bought for making the inscription
round the bell $d.   For wax and cobbler's wax [code] for the same
$$d.'  Possibly a mixture of eggs and ale was used to anoint the
metal letter stamps and prevent their sticking to the clay of the
cope.
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